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Meskel 1 

Calendar 2 

 

Meskel in the Ethiopian Orthodox and Eritrean Orthodox Churches, is an annual religious 

holiday commemorating the discovery of the True Cross by Queen Helena (Saint Helena) in 
the fourth century. Meskel occurs on 17 Meskerem in the Ethiopian calendar (September 
27, Gregorian calendar, or September 28 in leap years). "Meskel" (or "Meskal" or "Mesqel", 
there are various ways to transliterate from Ge'ez to Latin script) is Ge'ez for "cross". 

The festival is known as Feast of the exaltation of the holy cross in other Orthodox, Catholic 
or Protestant churches. The churches that follow the Gregorian calendar celebrate the feast 
on September 14. 

The Meskel celebration includes the burning of a large bonfire, or Demera, based on the 
belief that Queen Eleni had a revelation in a dream. She was told that she shall make a bon-
fire and that the smoke would show her where the true cross was buried. So she ordered 
the people of Jerusalem to bring wood and make a huge pile. After adding frankincense to it 
the bonfire was lit and the smoke rose high up to the sky and returned to the ground, ex-
actly to the spot where the Cross had been buried. 

This Demera-procession takes place in the early evening the day before Meskel or on the 
day itself, according to local traditions. The firewood is decorated with daisies prior to the 
celebration. Afterwards, charcoal from the remains of the fire is collected and used by the 
faithful to mark their foreheads with the shape of a cross (compare Ash Wednesday). Ed-
ward Ullendorff records a number of beliefs of the meaning of Demera, with some believing 
that it "marks the ultimate act in the cancellation of sins, while others hold that the direc-
tion of the smoke and the final collapse of the heap indicate the course of future events -- 
just as the cloud of smoke the Lord over the Tabernacle offered guidance to the children of 
Israel (Exod. 40:34-38)." 

One explanation for the high rank this festival has in the church calendar is that it's believed 
that a part of the true Cross has been brought to Ethiopia from Egypt. It is said to be kept at 
Amba Geshen, which itself has a cross shape. 

According to the Eritrean Orthodox Church, the discovery of the True Cross is traditionally 

believed to be in March, but Meskel was moved to September to avoid holding a festival 

during Lent, and because the church commemorating the True Cross in Jerusalem was dedi-

cated during September. Ullendorff speculates that Meskel replaced an older festival, with 

pagan and Hebraic associations, which he believes received its Christian sanction around the 

reign of Emperor Amda Seyon in the fourteenth century. "The most ancient meaning of 

these feasts -- as was also the case in Israel -- was no doubt seasonal: the month of 

Maskaram marked the end of the rains, the resumption of work, and the reopening of com-

munications."                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        -  (Wikipedia.com) 
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To submit an advertisement, e-mail 

the editor at cloaddisa-

baba@state.gov.  All ads will run for 

one issue only. Please resubmit 

weekly if needed.  

Vechicles 

For sale: 1995 Toyota 4Run-

ner.  115K miles, good condi-

tion.  $6500 (duty free). Daniel 

Moore: 0911-249519 

Miscellaneous 

For Sale: 1 large five person tent 

$100. Coleman Lantern $35. 

Panasonic DVD player for Car 

$50. 2 Camping Chairs $20 

each. Karen at x 6410 or Land-

herrke@state.gov  

For Sale:  Brand New (Unread) 

copy of The Motley Fool’s 

“Warren Buffett Invests Like a 

Girl and Why you Should 

Too”  $15.00 or R120.  Contact 

David at Fosterdc@gmail.com 

or 0124314219. 

Items for sale Treadmill. Phoenix TR 

10 manual treadmill with electronic 

monitoring system. Less than six 

months old. $150 

LG 32” flat screen TV with Sony DVD 

player. Multi systems.  220 volts. Less 

than six months old. $900 Toshiba 

26” flat screen TV model 26A/600 

with Pioneer model DV-VK DVD 

player.  Less than six months old. 

Multi systems,  220 volts. $500 

Safewell fire proof safe – 220 lbs, 

with double key locks, shelf and 

drawer.  Approx. 26” high, 19” deep 

and 19” wide. On rollers.                    

$450 Wooden two drawer file cabi-

net is shape of small Chippendale 

style cabinet, brown color.  Approx. 

30” high, 18” wide and 16” deep. 

$25 Folding Military cot with carrying 

case. New. Never used.  On alumi-

num frame with steel legs.  76” x 26” 

16” high. $65 Lindenwood adult 

sleeping bag. New. Never used. 33” 

x 75”  $35 Prices are in dollars or birr 

equivalent.  Email mmsschul-

man@yahoo.com or call at 0911 – 

529- 787  

For sale: EVDO and CDMA 

($100); Women’s golf clubs and 

cart ($50); brand new glass TV 

table ($50); guitar & amp ($50). 

Daniel Moore: 0911-249519 

Free to a good home.  13-year 

old German Shepherd 

“Zeb.”  Mind of a 6 year-old, 

body of a 96 year-old.  Well 

past “best before” date but still 

enthusiastic.  Daniel Moore: 

0911-249519 

WANTED! Looking to buy an  

elliptical. Call 0911501192 or 

jenideidre@yahoo.com –Jeni 

Wanted: Treadmill  please call 

Carmela 0911 509524 

Domestic Help 

Exceptional part time driver and 

personal assistant available for 

work immediately.  Tamirat not 

only has been available to 

safely and carefully drive our 

car as needed, he has been 

instrumentall in helping us with 

hard to achieve chores. Please 

call 091 166 8556 For reference 

contact maggie@deloach.net 

or jim@deloach.net  

American family looking for an ex-

perienced cook and house-

keeper.   Monday through Friday, 

11:00am – 7:30pm.  Lancha area of 

Addis, near Dreamliner and Global 

hotels.   Please call Maureen:  0920-

121-273.  Only those with experi-

ence cooking for expats will be 

considered.  

Services 

Ato Abate, a terrific wood 

carver, He's made a lovely hall 

table and glass-fronted china 

cabinet for me:  He makes 

things to your specifica-

tions.  Also, at this time he has 

carved wooden boxes for sale, 

which make nice gifts.  I have a 

couple of sample boxes in my 

office (ZOA Refugee Care, easy 

walking distance from ICS), and 

I've left one sample with Jess at 

the International Community 

School. You're welcome to add 

that to the advert; it's fine for 

people to stop by to see these 

boxes. Thank you, Maureen 

0912-191-747 

Dog Grooming:  The Sisay sisters 

will groom your dog with affec-

tion and patience.  Call 0911 

380 154  Recommended by 

Martin Schulman. 

Massage in your own home. 

Fere has her certificate in mas-

sage therapy: Swedish, Shiatsu, 

hot stone,  aroma therapy mas-

sage, and reflexology.  She 

brings her own massage table.  

She has been serving the Ameri-

can Community for many years. 

Contact Fere at 091 168 9475 

Recommended by Diane Cor-

bin  

 

Personal Tailor: I highly recom-

mend Wendie’s tailoring ser-

vices.  Wendi does not have a 

store front, but comes to his cus-

tomers!  He procures all the 

necessary materials and brings 

samples with him. I was espe-

cially impressed with my suit, as 

many tailors cannot quite man-

age to make feminine 

suits.  Wendie is skilled and 

charges a fair price.  Contact 

Wendie  0913.241.733  wonde-

senof@yahoo.com Brendan if 

you need a reference – 

0911200628.   

Classifieds 

http://ethiopia.usembassy.gov/

job_opportunities.html 

STATE 

Janitor FSN-01 

COB: October  11, 2011 

 

Carpenter FSN-05 

COB: October  11, 2011 

 

Truck Driver FSN-04 

COB: October  11, 2011 

 

Chauffeur FSN-03 

COB: October 07, 2011 

 

Civil Engineer FSN-12 

COB: September 15, 2011 

JOB VACANCIESJOB VACANCIES 

EDNA Mall   

 

 

For more information 
and show times please 

call 011-661-
6278/6208 or visit their 

website @ http://
www.ednamall.net/ 
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